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These images are part of an exploration of our existence and resistance as lesbians/women 
loving women, as black women living our intersecting identities in a country that claims 
equality for all within the LGBTI community, and beyond. The work is aimed at erasing the 
stigmatisation of our sexualities as “unAfrican”, even as our very existence disrupts domi¬ 
nant (hetero)sexualities, patriarchies and oppressions that were not of our own making. Since 
slavery and colonialism, images of us African women have been used to reproduce hetero¬ 
sexuality and white patriarchy, and these systems of power have so organised our everyday 
lives that it is difficult to visualise ourselves as we actually are in our respective communi¬ 
ties. Moreover, the images we see rely on binaries that were long prescribed for us 
(hetero/homo, male/female, African/unAfrican). From birth on, we are taught to internalise 
their existences, sometimes forgetting that if bodies are connected, connecting, the sensu¬ 
ousness goes beyond simplistic understandings of gender and sexuality. 

Despite the fact that, in contrast to most other African states, our South African Bill of 
Rights guarantees us legal protections against homophobia, there are still no loving, intimate 
photographs of black lesbians. As a visual artist, one is always confronted with the politics 
of representation. I have the choice to portray my community in a manner that will turn us 
once again into a commodity to be consumed by the outside world, or to create a body of 
meaning that is welcomed by us as a community of queer black women. I choose the latter 
path, because it is through capturing the visual pleasures and erotica of my community that 
our being comes into focus, into community and national consciousness. And it is through 
seeing ourselves as we find love, laughter, joy that we can sustain our strength and regain 
our sanity as we move into a future that is sadly still filled with the threat of insecurities - 
HIV/AIDS, hate crimes, violence against women, poverty, unemployment. 

In the past couple of years, I lost two of my friends to AIDS-related illnesses (one in April 
2006 and the other in March 2007). Both of these women made herstory within the lesbian 
community, but because of resource politics, their stories are not publicly celebrated. 
Consequently, an aspect of these images is to create awareness around how we as lesbians 
need to take precautions when we engage sexually with other women. Researchers routine¬ 
ly perpetuate the wrong notion that we are less at risk for infection and transmission because 
we do not sleep with men. But the reality is that our sistahs are raped and killed in this coun¬ 
try every day. I wanted to capture photographs of “my people” before we are no more. 

Being is part of an ongoing journey to interrogate the construction of our sexualities and 
selves, and then to deconstruct ourselves, identity by painfully-earned identity, in order to see 
the parts that make up our whole. 
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